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III; Account of an irregular Tide in the 
River of Forth, by Mr. Edward Wright. 

Read May 3. A S the following Account of a very 

17S °' XjL uncommon anomalous Tide in the 
River of Forth, contains feveralCircumftances worthy 
Obfervation, I thought it might not be difagreeable 
to that learned and famous Society to which I ad- 
drefs it. 

There are in this River, at Ebbing and Flowing, 
certain irregular Motions, not to be found in any 
other River in Scotland, perhaps in Great Britain, 
or even in all Europe, called by the common People 
betwixt the Villages of Alloa and Culrofs, Leakies, 
which Name I (hall like wife make ufe of, for want 
of a better. This Leaky is this: When the River 
is flowing, before high Water, it intermits and ebbs 
for a considerable time, after which it refumes its 
former Courfe, and flows till high Water 5 and, vice 
verfa, in the Ebbing, before low Water, the River 
flows again for fome time, and then ebbs till low 
Water. The Leaky begins at a Place called Queen's 
Ferry , feven Miles above Leith , at neap Tide, and 
low'Water, and goes to the Houfe of Maner, which 
is about twenty-five Miles above Queens FI-/ry, which 
is to be underftood by Water ■, for in this River, 
from a little above Alloa to Stirling, there are luch 
a prodigious Number of Turnings and Windings, 
that though it be but four Miles betwixt thefe two 
Places by Land, yet it is twenty-four by Water. 
This 1 take notice of rather, as I take thefe Windings 
to be the Caule of the Leakies. At Neap Tide and 
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high Water, as alfo at Spring Tide and low Water, 
the Leaky reaches as far as the Sea fids, which is to 
the Groves of Craigforth , nineteen Miles above 
Manet Houfe, and three above the Town of Stirling. 
At Queen's Ferry there are no Leakies at Neaps and 
Springs at high Water, nor in the latter at low 
Water j they begin betwixt Borro-jsfiozmefs, a Village 
about feven Miles above Queen's Ferry , and the 
Mouth of a Rivulet called Canon , five or fix Miles 
further up the River than Borrowjio'wnnefs. What 
is very remarkable, in the very loweft Neaps the 
Leaky, after it has ebbed for fomc time, before high 
Water, makes up again, and will be two Feet higher 
than the Main Tide. In-the-Beginning of the 
Spring Tides, it does not rife fo high by a Foot: At 
the dying of the Stream, it is often two Feet higher 
than the Main Tide, which is to be underftood, be¬ 
fore high Water, when the Leaky makes up again. 
At Neap Tide and low Water it will ebb two Hours, 
and fill as much, and at full Water ebb an Flour, 
and fill another. 

It is iikewife to be remarked, that at Change of 
the Moon, at low Water, the Leaky will continue 
two Hours, the Beginning of the Tide for that Time, 
which then hands, and does not ebb till Flood (the 
Beginning of the Flowing), and at full Water, will 
ebb and flow an Hour or more. 

It is obfervablc, that at full Moon, there are no 
Leakies, either at high or low Water, in the Spring 
Tides which are at that time, but in the Neaps 
which follow them, thefe Motions are obfervablc, 
as before deferibed; as alfo in the Spring Tides, 
which happen upon the Change of the Moon, called 
by the Commonalty, the Ovcrloup, there aic 
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Leakies both at high and low Water. All this is to 
be underftood, when the Weather isfeafonable; for, 
otherwife, thefe Motions are not fo difcernib.'e. 

This Account I have collected partly from my own 
Obfervation, having part a great Part of my Life at 
a Country-feat near Aha % where the Leakies are to 
be feen in great Perfection, and partly from what I 
have learned from People living on different Pans of 
the River, whole Obfervatioas, as well as my own, 
I find exactly agree with thofe of a learned * Rela¬ 
tion of mine, who, near feventy Years ago, diligently 
obferved and enquired into the Phenomena of this 
irregular Tide. 


IV. *The Cafe of a Tumor growing on the 
Infide of the Bladder, fuccefsfully extir¬ 
pated by Jofeph Warner, Surgeon to Guy’s 
Hofpital; communicated in a Letter to the 
Prelid ent. 

"Read May io. \ N Excrefcence or Tumor arifing from 
I7S °' i nrcrna l Coat of the Bladder is 

a Difeafe, though not very common, yet fufficiently 
known to the Curious: But 1 believe that hitherto, 
no one has attempted the Cure of this Dilorder. by 
Extirpation, nor indeed can it be.fuppofed, that the 
Infiances are frequent, where the Operation isprac-^ 
ticable. But as it is notorious from the Htftory of 
phyitek, and Surgery, that fcveral Diforders which 
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* Hi: Orfervarioir; were communicate.'! to Sir Robert iubs.U-, :n 
order t. alf.fr: him in compiling a Scottjb Arias. 


